Standardized anomalies HRI El Niño (La Niña) occurs if 5-mo running mean of SST anomalies in Nino 3.4 region exceeds 0.4°C (-0.4°C) for at least 6 consecutive months
Why rainfall in Hawaii has decreased since the early 1980s?
• 50 stations with complete rainfall records for 1956-2010 • NWS-Honolulu Office • Oceanic Nino Index (ONI) -NOAA/Climate Prediction Center • El Nino (La Nina) event: 3-mo running mean of SSTs in the Nino3.4 region greater (less) than 0.5C (-0.5C) for five consecutive, overlapping seasons (e.g., JFM, FMA,…) • NCEP/NCAR reanalysis 1 for circulation study Standardized rainfall anomalies during wet season (NDJFMA). La Niña events during epoch 1 and epoch 2 (1983-2010) are marked by black diamonds and white squares, respectively. Note the drying trend indicated by the straight line. 1956-1982 1983-2010 Based on Pettitt-Mann-Whitney change-point test, the most likely shift occurs in 1983 (p-value = 0.06) has been commonly used in operational centers.
Time series of standardized rainfall anomalies. La Niña events during epoch 1 and epoch 2 are marked by black diamonds and white squares, respectively. 
